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It’s a tea towel, it has a function. We see and use them every day. And yet for 65 years Edmonton weavers, women
(mostly), have decidedly chosen to put time and effort into designing and mastering handmade goods that most
would consider ubiquitous.
As is stated in her book, “In Good Hands: The Women of the Canadian Handicrafts Guild”, Ellen Mary Easton
McLeod states, “Craft was relegated to decorative and was denigrated to the unnecessary and frivolous by the
beginning of the 1900’s”. Further to this, she goes on to say, “Women made crafts in the home for the family to
use. Intended for a useful purpose, their origins were domestic and female. The conditions of their manufacture
determined where they fit in the hierarchy of arts. Both women and crafts became invisible”.
Initially weaving “useful goods” may have been for economic, cultural, or artistic reasons. However, even with the
onset of “fast fashion” this unheralded craft remains as resilient as ever. By playing with the idea of the “utilitarian”
nature of 65 years of handwoven articles, the installation is “spun” into a tongue in cheek response to its elitist

Tea Towels on a clothes line - Nancy Taschuk, weaver

sister, “art”. The goal is to change the viewer’s perception of handmade textiles’ ubiquitous practicality to masterful
fine design.

Invitation To All Edmonton Weavers’ Guild Members
for Submission
The aim is for 25 tea towels that demonstrate the evolution of different design work and colours over the course of
the guild’s existence. The installation will be using everyday fastening hardware (such has hangers and clipboards) to
display the work while emphasizing the beauty in what we often see as “everyday”. All handmade articles will be
drawn from a juried pool of items. Please note that this is includes all aspects of the guild; weaving, spinning,
dyeing, felting…

